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[IS CLAIMED IS: 

An image processing apparatus comprising: 

obtaining means for obtaining a second image 
of a pr^etermined aspect size ratio from a first image 
on the bapis of an aspect size ratio of said first 
image; and\ 

reducing means for reducing the second image 
obtained by s\aid image obtaining means . 

10 2. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein when 

the aspect size r'^io of said first image is out of a 

predetermined rangd^ said image obtaining means obtains 
said second image. 
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3. An apparatus acc^^rding to claim 2, wherein said 
image obtaining means geJa'erates an image of the aspect 
size ratio of said predet^ii;mined value as said second 
image. 

4. An apparatus according^ to claim 1, wherein said 
reducing means reduces the second image obtained by 




said image obtaining means at a\aame reduction ratio in 



both vertical and lateral directions of said second 
image . 

5. An apparatus according to clainK 1, further 
comprising adding means for adding specjb^fic information 
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to\an arbitrary end section of the reduced in.age 
obtaihied by said reducing means. 



6. \apparatus according to claim 5, wherein said 
reducing m\ns obtains said reduced image such that the 
reduced imag\o which said specific information was 
added by said Adding means goes in an image frame of a 
predetermined size. 

7 An apparatuAcording to claim 5, wherein .aid 
adding means add. the >pe.i£i= information to both end 
sections in the longitudVal direction between the 
vertical and lateral dire^ons of said reduced image. 

8. An apparatus accordinXto claim 5, wherein said 
adding means uses a reduced im^e to which said 
specific information was added a\ an image for display. 



9. An image processing apparatus c^-P^^^^^"'^ 

image obtaining means for obtainVg at least two 
images of a second image in an arbitrary area portion 
Of a first image and a third image in the other area 
portion on the basis of an aspect size ratio of said 

first image; and \ 

reducing means for reducing said second and third 
images obtained by said image obtaining means ^ 
different reduction ratios, respectively. 
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10- An apparatus according to claim 9, wherein in 
thex^ase where the aspect size ratio of said first 
image ±^ out of a predetermined range, said image 
obtaining^ means obtains said second and third images. 
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11. An apparatus according to claim 9, wherein said 
reducing means iveduces said second and third images at 
the different redaction ratios so that said second and 
third images after completion of the reduction go in an 
image frame of a pred^ermined size, respectively. 



12. An apparatus accoMing to claim 9, wherein said 
reducing means reduces said\second image at a same 
reduction ratio in both vertical and lateral directions 
15 of said second image, reduces s^aid third image at a 

reduction ratio larger than that \pf said second image 
in the direction corresponding to \:he longitudinal 
direction of said first image between the vertical and 
lateral directions of said third image^, and reduces 
20 said third image at a same reduction ra>tio as that of 
said second image in the other direction^ 



25 



13, An apparatus according to claim 9, wherein said 
image obtaining means obtains said second imetoe from 
said arbitrary area portion of said first imagl^ 



14. An apparatus according to claim 9, whereVi said 
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arbitrary area portion includes a mid section of said 
first itaage. 
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15. An Apparatus according to claim 9, wherein said 
image obtainiiag means picks out said second image 
having a size of a (a < A) x B from said first image, 
where, 

A: size in tlW longitudinal direction between the 
vertical and lateral \directions of said first image, 

B: size in the m\nor direction of said first 
image . 
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16. An apparatus according to claim 9, further 
comprising display means for displaying reduced images 
obtained by said reducing means. 
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17. An apparatus according to c\laim 16, wherein 
said display means displays a list o^ a plurality of 
reduced images obtained by said reducisng means. 

18. An image processing system to whiSch a plurality 
of equipment are connected so that they 
communicate, wherein at least one of said piSurality of 
equipment has a function of an image processil 
apparatus, and said image processing apparatus 
comprises: 

image obtaining means for obtaining a secondXimage 
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"^^^a predetermined aspect size ratio from a first image 
on tl^^e basis of an aspect size ratio of said first 
image ;\and 

reducing means for reducing the second image 
obtained b<y said image obtaining means. 



19. An im^e processing method which can manage a 
plurality of im^es and display a list by using reduced 
images of said im^es, comprising: 

a generating s•^p of, when a target image is an 
elongated image whose\spect ratio is larger than a 
first predetermined valV generating a reduced image 
of an aspect ratio of a s\cond predetermined value from 
an arbitrary area portion o^ said target image; and 

a display step of disple^Ving the reduced image of 
the aspect ratio of said seconX predetermined value 
generated in said generating stef 



20. A method according to claim\l9, wherein said 
!0 second predetermined value includes s^id first 
predetermined value. 
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21. A method according to claim 19, wWein in said 
generating step, a same reduction ratio is\set in both 
vertical and lateral directions of said redilped image, 



22. A method according to claim 19, wherei 
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specific marks are added to one or a plurality of 

>per, lower, right, and left positions of said reduced 
image of the aspect ratio of said second predetermined 
value 
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23. A ntethod according to claim 22, wherein said 
specific marksyare added to both ends in the 
longitudinal direction of said reduced image of the 
aspect ratio of saisd second predetermined value. 

24. A method accordhlng to claim 22, wherein in said 
generating step, the reduced image to which said 
specific marks were added used as a reduced image 
for display. 

25. An image processing meth(^ which can manage a 
plurality of images and display a iS^st by using reduced 
images of said images, comprising: 

a generating step of, when a targtet image is an 
elongated image whose aspect ratio is larger than a 
predetermined value, generating a reduced \image of said 
target image by making reduction ratios in \he vertical 
and lateral directions different in an arbitr^ary area 
portion and the other area portion of said tar\ 
image ; and 

a display step of displaying the reduced ima^^e 
generated in said generating step. 
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A method according to claim 25, wherein said 
genera^ng step includes the steps of: 

reducing said arbitrary area portion at a same 
reduction r^tio in both vertical and lateral 

directions; \ 

when saidNs^rget image is a laterally-wide image, 
setting the reduction ratio in the lateral direction in 
said other area portion to be larger than that in the 
vertical direction, nuking the reduction ratio in the 
vertical direction ideXtical to that of said arbitrary 
area portion, and reduciW said image; and 

when said target ima^ is a vertically- long image, 
making the reduction ratio \n the lateral direction in 
said other area portion iden^cal to that in said 
arbitrary area portion, setting the reduction ratio in 
the vertical direction to be lar^r than that in the 
lateral direction, and reducing sdid image. 

27. A method according to claim iV wherein said 
arbitrary area portion includes a mid ^tion of said 
target image. \ 

28. A method according to claim 19, wherfein said 
arbitrary area portion includes an area havin^a size 
of a (a < A) X B, 

where, \ 

A: size in the longitudinal direction betweefa the 




v^tical and lateral directions of said target image, 

NB: size in the minor direction of said target 
image . \ 

29 . A storage medium which stores a computer- 
readable program, wherein said program realizes an 
image processing niethod comprising: 

a generating s\ep of, when a target image is an 
elongated image whose\aspect ratio is larger than a 
first predetermined val^e, generating a reduced image 
of an aspect ratio of a second predetermined value from 
an arbitrary area portion <yf said target image; and 

a display step of displaying the reduced image of 
the aspect ratio of said seconcl predetermined value 
generated in said generating stejj. 

30. A storage medium which stores a computer- 
readable program, wherein said prograra realizes an 
image processing method comprising: \ 

a generating step of, when a target \image is an 
elongated image whose aspect ratio is larger* than a 
predetermined value, generating a reduced imai^e of said 
target image by making reduction ratios in theXvertical 
and lateral directions different in an arbitrary^ area 
portion and the other area portion of said targetX 
image; and \ 

a display step of displaying the reduced image \ 
generated in said generating step. \ 



